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Two Hit Men Aim
at the US. Market

BY ROBERT HILBURN

Mike Chapman and Nicky Chinn, quite ~ that invites you t use your imagination.
frankly, 1 don't have much els. Yel One of the best Chinn-Chapman
Chinn-Chapman are virtually unknown s a

o e o W el m“
try, aren't an re- at cony same
Views from Evgland, where they fave  lonelies and dreams of a betier
been  dominant part of the music scene  that has been so much a partof the
for three years now, that I can
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fact, Chinn-Chapman are pretty much ~traces three teen-age couples, one of
despised by a ot of reviewers in Eng-  which is intent on fame/immortality:
12 land. "A teeny-bopper hit factory," I un- "Oh they would walk the strip at nights/
@ derstand, is one of the kinder things And dream they saw their name in
% they've been called. lights/On Desolation Boulevard they'll
2 mymwwhmmm lilhtlm;dllmmu'
w ever happened to the music industry From his apartment window, Chapman —
g :ﬂmnmm all‘p:.nhtﬂ with them," xnen;mnwm‘d:'smmmmh Songwriters Mike Chapman and Nicky Chinn see LA. as o movie industry center.
= e with the pride of  that gave him the idea for the song. Tiemes
3 -lﬁgmumu-mmmﬁa been' down on that street at midnight =
Hollywood _high-rise apartment with  whenthe kidsare walking aroundandiitis
S Nicky Chinn. "We made hit records, the  Desolation Boulevard. Theyall looksode-  there. I mean there wasalot of trashon  could dance to it." he said, smiling
S same thing Leiber & Stoller did, the solate. None of them knows where he's the charts two years ago, but it wasex-  "Here, I believe, it had a slightly dirty
@ same thing Spector did, the same thing going o what he's doing. And even ~ Giing trash. We made a few trashy rec- u

the Beatlesid. So, what'sall the fuss™ - though the lights are fading in Holly-  Ords in our time, but even some of our  was a bit naughty. And that's the way

Despite their less-than-beloved status  wood as it says in the song, these kids 1es5 good ones were exciting. it. We've written some filthy
in England, Chinn-Chapman have come are still dreaming about a time when "Our aim now is to break this market,  songs in the past that were No. 1. But we
up with some simply astonishing records  those lights were still the American market," continued Chap-  used our own expressions and the kids in
that reflect the noisy, punk, teen-age "Every time some ‘groupie gets  man, who wanted (o be in rock ‘n' roll  England weren't prepared to work it out.
consciousness of early rock as well as together with a big pop star, she's reliy-  Ver since he first heard Elvis' “Jailhouse  They were too busy dancing or whatev-
anything in the 1970s. The trouble, criti-  ing the '30s and ev she dreamed  Rock” as a child in his native Australia. ~er.
cally speaking, is the records were aimed  Hollywood was all about. Ironically, I "America is more promising o me be- In setting their sights on the United
at a young, relatively au-  think the music industry is going to put use | time  States, Chinn-Chs ‘who like to have

, and the critics, in a time of too  Hollywood back on its legs again because  and find whatever music I'm looking for 5 "stable" of four acts to work
" the industry is becoming more and more - - - country, soul, rock, easy listening. Jooking for two American groups to fill a
rock, thumbed their noses at such naive centered here. Everyone is coming over  Selection is what you have here that you  couple -
sognds. from England. Eventually this town will  don® have in England. ywdm'tsg volved with Suzi Quatro and a band-
\ 30 and Chapman, 28, have been be the center of the music industry the gr_ Bm!‘lmmuum— called wl American sin-

i ther since late 1970. The  way it was the center of the film indus- in , you haven't got ahope  gle is due shortly on MCA Records, but
fifth tune they ever wrote—an admitted try, and Desolation Boulevard will be lit i hel of having a hit. Here, you have e broken ties with both the Sweet
ripoff of "Sugar Sugar' tilled "Fumy again" ferent. stations with different styles.  and Mud. As part of their broadening
Erginfeect Teomooenss =
weel , and they've tur tion
s ol s e i e B i
At last count, ly hits 1o breaking into the US. record market, queen of easy
that they've written and/or produced for a fact that offers hope that some life may  lyrics mean nothing." he said, an edge of ing music, Olivia Newlon-John. The
i g e pumped o he wmelines sagging  ontemp( i Mo ke Chnn, who  attr sep migh cal sme puncrockes

" "Hell Raiser”), Suzi Quat spirit of rock in this country. The worked in his family's highly successful in England to shout "heresy,” but Chinn-
fom te can” s sl decied o conceraie on acam- o el e in ondon efore o "don' care,

("Rocket," paign Lo repeat its success here.  caping 10 songwriting, terest-
than 60 million But Chinn Chapman, | discovered, have  ed in Words and lyic ever snce he be. | They are. you see, unabashed, unapo-

're s difeent goul n eying America,  gan wriing poems s chid oam M. SlNe mo i,
multaneously have the No. 1, N Theye Jooking o broaden thelr musicsi _ "We'e alvays worked hard at wrtng bey only o expres

No. 3 records on the b, Theyre red o the punkrock e but I can honesly sy that I the ok oot -

wave that they rode 10 success in we needn't have bothered. 3 '
hanploring wts - L g Uy e Bt ddy or el r haievr e e " 4 O, I e paye o 3
comme the whole music scene there these da public wants at the moment that mat-
st a8 sl Tt oo s wher e Ui coniry. howeer 0 g 2% e 1o, b o
able to irresitible question:  they're running to America or - can take 4 song X f
Can 00 mil o of g /m n st exampi of hat was ‘Amer. 48 Smple a8 tha’

Granted, the "Its the end of an era for us" said ican Pie It sold here for a completely For those of us who may have looked
Chinn-Chapman's onl; Chapman, sitting in a room filled with different reason than it ever sold in Eng-  to Chinn-Chapman to help save rock 'n'
was o ral guitar cases, tape eq and copies  land. There, it sold because the chorus  roll, it
but Susi of various record trade publications. I had a sensational melody. Here, it 89ld (e extreme of a Newlon-John—is a bit

in it and think we bumed ourselves out on the old  because everyone was walking around of a setback, 1 mean fantasy for teen-
Boulevard" sound. I forced to, we could still make ~the streets Lrying to work out what the itz") is one thing, but
felsty and infecti those records, but our inspiration is gone  ell he was singing about." sy for and women (I

eard i e in e pu Pt Simiarly, Chin e the il Wiy Honenly Lave Vou n que
ey “There are records on the charts in  hit, which he and Chapman wrote, was ! n can pull it

e They Y Gl s .o s, Bl ey g ot on e . WA do s Khow
phere, They are passionate, ve, . 1V distressing because the ex-  ent. reasons. , it 3 erities know
L it portraits, Like Jerry  citement has gone out of the business  because it had @ caichy tune and they  anyway?

Sweet - LA Times, Chin & Chapman, Jun 75

Clipped By:

&= | kevinj_1969
Sat, Jun 20, 2020

Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. News"® "




	Sweet - LA Times, Chin & Chapman, Jun 75

